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SELECTIVE TREATMENT OF IL-13 EXPRESSING TUMORS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0001] This invention pertains to a method for selectively treating diseases caused by 
cells that express IL-13 receptor and particularly to a method of treating solid tumors 
containing such cells. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002J Malignant glioma, including glioblastoma multiforme (GBM) and anaplastic 
astrocytoma (AA) occurs in approximately 17,500 patients annually in the United States. 
Despite an aggressive multimodal approach to its treatment, no curative therapy is known. 
Median survival expectation is 9-12 months from diagnosis for GBM and 24-48 months for 
AA. Despite numerous investigational trials, patients with a recurrence of malignant glioma 
after initial radiotherapy do not live long. 

[0003J One approach to eradicating tumor cells is to target cytotoxic agents to the cells. 
To accomplish this, antibodies or growth factors that bind to cells can be attached to 
cytotoxic molecules. The binding sites on such cells are known as cell receptors. This 
method is selective in situations where the targeted receptors are present in substantially 
higher amounts on target cells than in normal cells. Selectivity is desirable as it minimizes 
toxicity to normal cells. Exceptionally high levels of the receptor for Interieukin-13 
("IL13R") have been identified in a number of tumor cells, including malignant gliomas. In 
contrast, only a few types of normal cells express IL13R and only at low levels. 
Consequently, IL13 when combined with a cytotoxic agent has the potential to be a highly 
effective therapeutic agent for the treatment of IL13R-expressing tumor cells. 

[0004] To explore the efficacy of such an approach a recombinant fusion protein has 
been constructed. The fusion protein consists of a truncated bacterial toxin derived from 
Pseudomonas, PE38QQR, fused to IL13. This agent is more completely described and 
preliminary cytotoxicity studies can be found mint. J. Cancer 92, 168-175, which is 
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. Unfortunately, when this therapeutic agent 
is adrninistered systemically, particularly for malignancies in the central nervous system 
such as malignant gliomas, the drag does not have suitable efficacy. 

[0005] In general poor overall efficacy of systemic chemotherapy for central nervous 
system malignancies is attributable to the exclusion of most anti-tumor agents from the 
brain. Moreover, malignant cells evade treatment by invading brain tissue adjacent to a 
tumor where they are further sheltered from exposure to any drug that does pass through the 
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blood brain barrier* Thus, even those drugs that do penetrate the blood brain barrier fail to 
become concentrated in brain tumors and are generally destined to be metabolized and 
produce undesirable side effects. 

{0006] New methods are therefore needed that can be used to deliver tumor-targeting 
drugs directly to tumors, particularly brain tumors, to produce high drug levels within the 
tumor while minimizing systemic exposure. Ideally such methods will be useful for treating 
intra-cranial malignancies, such as glioma, in addition to other solid tumors. 

[0007] The invention provides such a method and composition. These and other 
advantages of the invention, as well as additional inventive features, will be apparent from 
the description of the invention provided herein* 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
[0008] A method of treating tumors that express a receptor for EL- 1 3 is disclosed. The 
method involves directly introducing into such tumors a cytotoxin that targets the IL-13 
receptor. The cytotoxic agent can be introduced by convection-enhanced delivery through a 
suitable catheter or by other means. Where a convection-enhanced catheter is employed, 
the method involves positioning the tip of a catheter at least in close proximity to the tumor. 
After the catheter is positioned, it is connected to a pump which delivers the active agent 
through the catheter tip to the tumor. A pressure gradient from the tip of the catheter is 
maintained during infusion. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
[0009] The present invention is directed to a method for killing a cell that expresses a 
receptor for interleukin 13 and that is located in a solid tissue comprising, inserting at least 
one catheter directly into the solid tissue and through the catheter administering a cytotoxic 
agent to the solid tissue under pressure at a flow rate of about 30 \dfh or more to about 1 
ml/h for a predetermined period of time such that a portion of the cytotoxic agent contacts a 
cell that expresses a receptor for interleukin 13 in the solid tissue and kills the cell 

[0010 j Any suitable cytotoxic agent that selectively targets tumors that contain cells on 
which IL-13 receptors reside can be used in practicing the present invention. Such agents 
typically will have at least two domains, a targeting domain and a cytotoxic domain. 

[0011] Suitable targeting domains selectively bind the receptor and will generally 
have an affinity constant for the IL-13 receptor that is at least 1/10,000 of the affinity of 
native IL-13. In addition, targeting domains must maintain their affinity for the IL-13 
receptor when joined to the cytotoxic domain. Suitable targeting domains will include for 
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example, IL-13 itself and its derivatives. Suitable IL-13 derivatives include genetically 
constructed derivatives and chemical derivatives. Genetic derivatives can include 
truncations, deletions, or mutations so long as a suitable binding affinity for IL-1 3 receptor 
is maintained. Similarly, chemical modifications of IL-13 include any chemical 
modifications that do not preclude binding of the targeting moiety to the IL-13 receptor in 
the cytotoxic 

[0012] Many toxin molecules are known and are suitable for use in the cytotoxic 
domain: Suitable toxins include pseudomonas exotoxin, ricin, diphtheria toxin, and the like. 
Suitable cytotoxic domains maintain their cytotoxicity when joined with the targeting 
domain in the cytotoxic As with the targeting domain, derivatives of the cytotoxic 
including genetic and chemical derivatives are also suitable for use so long as sufficient 
cytotoxicity is preserved in the ultimate cytotoxin molecule. 

[0013] The targeting and cytotoxin domains can be joined by any suitable means that 
provides for retention of the targeting and cytotoxicity characteristics of the cytotoxin. For 
example, the two domains can be joined chemically such as through cysteine disulfide or 
other chemical conjugation methods. Desirably, the domains are joined at the the genetic 
level in a recombinant fusion protein, as is the case with IL13-PE38QQR. 

(0014] For administration the drug can be dissolved ia any suitable pharmaceutical 
excipient Suitable excipients include standard solutions of phosphate-buffered saline, 
normal saline (0.9 wt.%) and preferably 0.2 wt % human serum albumin in 0,9 wt% saline. 

[0015] Any disease caused by cells that express the well known IL-13 receptor can be 
treated by administration of IL13-PE38QQR, For example, malignant glioblastoma 
multiforme cells, astrocytoma cells, Kaposi sarcoma cells and renal cell carcinoma among 
oHier cells express the IM 3 receptor and can be treated. The method can be used to treat a 
variety of types of tumors, and is especially useful for treating brain tumors, brain stem 
tumors, and spinal cord tumors, 

[0016] Any suitable method for delivering the cytotoxin to the tumor can be used. For 
example, tumors can be injected with the cytotoxin as through a syringe. Preferably 
however, the cytotoxin is administered through a catheter by inserting the catheter directly 
into tissue in the proximity of the tumor. Preferred catheters include those manufactured by 
Medtronic (e.g., Ventricular #41207, Ventricular #41 101, Cardiac/peritoneal #43209, 
Peritoneal #22014, Peritoneal #22013, #10532, etc.), Phoenix Biomedical Coip (e.g., spiral- 
port ventricular catheter), and IGN. Other types of catheters (e.g., end-port catheters, side- 
port catheters, fish-mouth catheters, and the like) also can be employed. 
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[0017] In use, a catheter is joined with a pump that withdraws the cytotoxin from a 

container and produces enough pressure to cause the drug to flow through the catheter to die 

tumor cells at controlled rates. Any suitable flow rate can be used such that the tissue is not 

disrupted or, in the case of brain tissue, the intracranial pressure is maintained at suitable 

levels so as not to injure the brain tissued For example flow rates of about 30 uL/h or more 

to about 1 ml/h are easily tolerated in brain tissue. Catheters for convection-enhanced drug 

delivery and general methods for administering drugs with such devices are known. See, 

e.g.„ US Patent 5,720,720; Am. J. Physiol 277, R1218-1229; Proc. Nat'lAcad Sci. (1994) 

91, 2076-2080; J. Neurosurg. (1995) 82, 1021-1029. More than a single catheter can be 

used for the infusion if faster rates than can be achieved with a single catheter are desired. 

In addition, the treatments can be repeated by reinserting the catheters, if they have been f 

removed, and producing a flow of the cytotoxin to the tumor or tissue around the tumor. 

[0018] Penetration of the cytotoxin into the tissue is greatly facilitated by positive 
pressure infusion over a period of days, taking advantage of convection rather than diffusion 
to aid in drug delivery. This provides for a greater distribution of drug in the treatment area 
which increases the likelihood that a portion of the drug will come into contact with cells 
containing IL-13 receptors. When such a contact occurs, the IL-13 targeting domain is 
thought to bind to the IL-13 receptor. Subsequent to this binding event the cytoxin enters 
the cell and the toxin domain poisons the cell thereby causing cell death and obliteration of 
the disease caused by the cell.. 

[0019] Any suitable amount of drug that can be adnn^tered m this manner. Suitable ( 
amounts are amounts that are effective at retarding the growth of or eradicating the disease 
causing cells without causing an overabundance of undesirable side effects. For example, 
with IL13-PE38QQR as little as about 1 ug or more to about 1 mg can be administered in a 
single treatment More preferably about 2 ug or more to about 600 ug, even more 
preferably ahout 4 ug or more to about 400 ug, and still morepreferably about 5 ug or more 
to about 50 ug is administered. 

[0020] Tumors can be resected prior to treatment with the drug or, alternatively, tumors 
can be treated whh the drug and then resected. In some case the later procedure may result 
in the accumulation of necrotic tissue which can be removed. In either situation it is 
desirable to follow resection with a treatment with the drug so that any disease-causing cells 
that may have evaded resection and/or the initial drug treatment can be neutralized. 

[0021] Recent preclinical data demonstrated that the molecular mechanisms of tumor 
cytotoxicity induced by IL-13PE38QQR includes the induction of apoptosis in tumor cells 
(Kawakami et al. } Mot Cancer Ther., 1, 999-1 007 (2002)). The data that support this 
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observation includes: (a) the time dependent induction of proapoptotic caspases 3, 8 and 9 
in tumors treated with IL-13PE38QQR; (b) cleavage of procaspase-3 and poly(ADP-ribose) 
polymerase (PARP) and; (c) the release of cytochrome C from the mitochondria to the 
cytosol following injection of IL-13PE38QQR intratumorally. These data demonstrate the 
mechanisms for the anti-tumor activities of IL-13PE38QQR include the induction of tumor 
cell apoptosis. The following examples further illustrate the invention but, of course, 
should not be construed as in any way limiting its scope. 

EXAMPLE 1 

[0022J This example demonstrates an effective treatment for malignant glioblastoma 
multiforme. The method takes advantage of a therapeutic agent that targets receptors for 
interleukin-13 (IL-13R), an immimoregulatoiy Th2-derived cytokine, on glioblastoma 
multiforme cells. Interleukin-13 receptors are over-expressed on human glioblastoma cell 
lines and primary cell cultures. The cytotoxin comprises a fusion protein composed of 
human IL-13 and a mutated and truncated form of Pseudomonas exotoxin known as 
PE38QQR, Intratumoral injections of the IL-13 cytotoxin in concentrations of 50 and 100 
jig/kg/day for five consecutive days into nude mice having subcutaneous U251 
glioblastoma tumors caused a complete response (eradication of the tumor) in 80% and 
100% mice, respectively* This response lasted for over eight months after the IL-13 
cytotoxin therapy. Three alternate day intratumoral injections of the IL-13 cytotoxin at a 
dose of 250 fig/kg/day into subcutaneous U87 glioblastoma tumors also produced the same 
response in all mice. 

[0023] Intraperitoneal injections of the IL-1 3 cytotoxin at 25 or 50 fig/kg/dose for five 
days, twice daily, caused a regression in U251 tumors of about 45% and 58% and caused a 
complete response in 1 of 5 and 2 of 5 of the treated animals, respectively. A 50 jig/kg 
intraperitoneal injection into nude mice having U87 xenografts caused a reduction in the 
tumor burden to one-half In addition, daily intravenous injections of IL-13 cytotoxin at 
doses of 25 and 50 jig/kg for five days suppressed the growth of subcutaneous U251 tumors 
by 75% and 8 1% and provided a complete response in 1 of 6 animals in each group. The 
IL-13 cytotoxin therapy manifested no toxicity in any of the treated mice. 

[0024) IL-1 3 cytotoxin was also directly injected into glioblastoma multiforme tumors 
xenografted into the right caudate nucleus of nude rat brain. A single injection of 33,3 
\ig/kg of IL-13 cytotoxin into intracranial tumors increased median survival by >20% 
compared to control rats. 
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EXAMPLE 2 

[G025J This example demonstrates the maximum tolerated dose of recombinant iigand- 

targeted cytotoxin IL13~pseudomonas exotoxin 38QQR (IL13-PE38QQR) that can be 

delivered by a continuous 96 hour intratumoral infusion in patients with recurrent malignant 

gliomas. The treatment takes advantage of the high density of IL-13 specific receptors on 

high-grade glioma specimens. Tissue penetration in the brain of this macromolecule is 

facilitated by positive pressure infusion, taking advantage of convection. A total of 30 

patients in groups of 3-6 were selected based on histologic confirmation of malignant 

glioma and radiographic evidence of recurrence measuring 1.0 to 5,0 cm in maximum 

diameter, KP3>60. A stereotaxic biopsy at study entry confirmed the presence of glioma. 

The IL13-PE3SQQR was delivered via 2 intratumoral catheters at a rate of 0.2 ml/hr. The ( 

concentration of the ILI3-PE38QQR in the infusate was increased in each group. Each 

patient received 2 treatments 8 weeks apart. Three patients have successfully completed 

both treatment courses at the starting concentration level of 0.125 jig/ml providing for a 

dose of 4.8 mg. 

EXAMPLE 3 

|0026] This example demonstrates positive-pressure microinfiision, also known as 
convection-enhanced delivery, of IL13-PE38QQR to control malignant glioma. Malignant 
glioma cells, but not normal brain cells, express IL-13 receptors and are thought to 
internalize IL 1 3-PE3 8QQR toxin, leading to tumor cell death. 

(' 

(0027] This example further demonstrates the Mstologically-effective concentration 
(HEC). Tumor biopsy and placement of at least one intratumoral catheter is performed on 
Day 1 , and IL13-PE38QQR infusion is performed over 48 hrs at 400 jiL/hr on Day 2-4. The 
tumor is resected on Day 8, with the goal to accomplish an "en-bloc" resection of the tumor 
with catheter in place. Tumor tissue is evaluated for evidence of a cytotoxic effect 
including changes in apoptotic index and proliferation rate, as well as necrosis adjacent to 
the catheter. Following the resection, two or three catheters are placed into brain adjacent to 
the tumor resection cavity. Post-resection infusion of 750 (JiL/hr total for 96 hrs is 
administered on Days 10-14 to treat any residual surviving glioma that has invaded adjacent 
brain tissue. Pre-and post-resection irtfiasion starts with IL 1 3-PE38QQR concentrations of 
0.25 ng/mL IL13-PE38QQR. 

[0028] Pre-operative infusions were well-tolerated in five of six patients tested. In one 
patient, progressive tumor-related hemiparesis at study entry halted pre-operattve drug 
infusion. In 2 patients, transient changes in affect and cognition were noted during the 
infusion. All resections and post-resection infusions were well tolerated. One of six 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



WO 03/039600 



PCT/US02/36112 



patients receiving post-operative infusions at 0.25 ng/mL experienced steroid-responsive 
hemiparesis with MRI changes one month later. Tumor specimen in one patient after pre- 
operative IL13-PE38QQR infusion at 0.5 ^g/mL reveals regional necrosis in an ovoid zone 
extending 2 - 2.5 cm from catheter tip, consistent with drug effect 

[0029] Dose limiting toxicity is defined as any Grade 3 or Grade 4 toxicity which is 
definitely or probably related to study drug. The maximum tolerated dose ("MTD") is the ■ 
dose-level below that which causes dose-limiting toxicity in two or more of up to six 
patients. Geographic necrosis is defined by loss of cellular integrity with eosinophilic 
staining or by complete cell loss. The finding of greater than about 90% of cells necrotic in 
the post-infusion specimen, as compared with the pre-infusion biopsy, in a radial 
distribution at least 2 cm from the catheter tip, demonstrates drug efficacy. 

[0030] Patients are treated with the following concentrations of the drug: 0.2, 0.5, 1, 2, 
3, 4, 6, and 8 by infusing the drug in a pharmaceutically acceptable excipient at a rate of 0.4 
ml/h for 48 hours when treated prior to tumor resection. This provides doses of 5, 10, 20, 
40, 60, 80, 120, and 150 pg. Post resection treatments with the drug is with identical 
concentrations administered more aggressively at 0.75 ml/min for 96 hours for total doses 
of 20, 40, 70, 140, 220, 290, 430, and 580 pg, respectively. 

[0031] The following Table I demonstrates demographics of six patients: 

Table I 





Date of Original 










Diagnosis 


Age 


Sex' 


KPS 


Cohort 1 










Patient 1 


12/18/00 


58 


M 


100 


Patient 2 


2/5/97 (AA) 


35 


M 


100 


Patient 3 


9/28/98 


33 


F 


100 


Cohort 2 ' 










Patient 4 


12/1/99 


53 


F 


80 


Patient 5 


1/21/97 


39 


F 




Patient 6 


1/7/00 


45 


F 


90 



Tumor Site: Pathology [ 

R temporoparietal; GBM 

R temporal; GBM 

R parietooccipital; GBM 



L ftonto-temporo-parietal 
GBM 

Ljronto-central ; GBM 
R fronto-temporal ; GBM 



[0032] The following Table II demonstrates the toxicity profile and efficacy of the drug 
treatment when administered prior to tumor resection: 
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Table II 



Cohort 1 
Patient 1 

Patient 2 

Patient 3 

Cohort 2 
Patient 4 

Patient 5 

Patient 6 



Pre-Resection 

IL13-PE38QQR 

Concentration 

025 
0.25 
0.25 

0.5 
0.5 
0.5 



Toxicities of Pre-Resection 
Infusion 



Pathology at Resection 
No definite necrosis 



Mildly decreased cognition 
during infusion 
Flattened affect & decreased No definite necrosis 
cognition during infusion 
Transient field cut 



None 

Increased R hemiparesis; 
infusion halted . 
None 



No definite necrosis 



2 x 2,5 oval region of 
necrosis around catheter 
Fragmentary; insufficient 
dose 

Necrosis* but resection 
suboptimal for anatomy 



[0033] Table H shows that 0,25 jim/ml of the drug is infused intratumorally prior to 
tumor resection, the treatment was well tolerated. When 0.5 f*g/ml of the drug was 
administered the treaetment was well tolerated and demonstrated efficacy as shown by ^ 
tumor necrosis. 

[0034] The following Table III demonstrates the toxicity profile and efficacy of the drug 
treatment when administered after tumor resection: 
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Cohort 1 
Patient 1 
Patient 2 
Patient 3 



Cohort 2 
Patient 4 



Patient 5 
Patient 6 



IL13-PE38QQR 
Concentration 

0.25 
0.25 
0.25 



0.25 



0.25 
0.25 



9 

Table III 



Toxicities of Post-Resection 
Infusion 

None 
None 
None 



Transient severe Rt 

hemiparesis with abnormal 

MR! at week 5 

None 

None 



Surgical Issues 

Post-op field cut 

Only one catheter usable 
post-op, run at 400 [iL/hr 



Catheter blockage delayed 
post-op infusion by 1 day 



f0O35] Table III shows that 0,25 [un/ml of the drug is infused into the situs of the tumor 
after tumor resection, the treatment was well tolerated. When 0.5 ng/ml of the drug was 
administered the treaetment was well tolerated and demonstrated efficacy as shown by 
tumor necrosis. 



[0036J Table IV shows that when 0.25 fmi/ml of the drug is infused into the situs of the 
tumor after tumor resection, the treatment was well tolerated. When 0.5 (ig/ml of the drag 
was administered the treatment was well tolerated and demonstrated efficacy as shown by 
tumor necrosis. 



Table IV 



, Study Entry Progression-Free Overall Survival 

Date Duration ( wks ) Duration ( wks ) 

Cohort 1 6/5/01 22+ 22+ 

Patientl 6/13/01 9 21+ 

Patient 2 6/20/01 pend 20+ 

Patient 3 

Cohort 2 8/9/01 10 13+ 

Patient 4 8/20/01 pend 12+ 

Patients 8/20/01 11+ 11+ 

Patient 6 
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[0037] This example has demonstrated that direct intratumoral infusion of IL 1 3- 
PE38QQR is well tolerated- Direct intratumoral infusion followed by resection is an 
efficacious treatment for IL-13-expressing brain tumors* IL13-PB38QQR at concentrations 
of 0.5 jxg/mL is cytotoxic for malignant glioma. In addition, post-operative infijsion of 
IL13-PE38QQR into the brain adjacent to resected tumors is well-tolerated such that 
malignant glioma can be efficaciously treated by direct infusion with IL13-PE38QQR after 
resection. 

EXAMPLE 4 

[0038] In preclinical studies, intracerebral injection of IL 1 3-PE38QQR into rat brain 
was without neurotoxicity at concentrations up to 100 iig/mL. In this trial, the starting 
concentration is 0.5 (ig/mL, Since many glioma celi lines are inhibited at concentrations of 
1-10 ng/rnL, tins regimen could provide a therapeutic dose to tumor. 

EXAMPLES 

[0039] In one clinical glioma study intracerebral injection of EL13-PE38QQR is 
accomplished using a daily volume of 4.8 mL/catheter (0.2 mL/hr x 24 hours), and total 
infused volume of 38.4 mL/course was held constant There was a 96 hour infusion at 
weeks 1 and 9, with the dosing over this period according to the following table: 



Table V 



Dose level 


Dose (fig/ml) 


Total Dose (fig) 


1 


0.125 


4.8 


2 


0.25 


9.6 


3 


0.5 


19.2 


4 


L0 


38.4 


5 


2.0 


76.8 


6 


4.0 


153.6 


7 


6.0 


230.4 


8 


9.0 


345.6 


9 


12.0 


460.8 



[0040] This study currently is at dose level 4, and data generated to date are presented 
on the following four pages: 
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EXAMPLE 6 

[0041] In another clinical glioma study intracerebral injection of IL13-PE38QQR is 
accomplished using a 48 hour infusion of 400 p.L/hour), starting one week prior to tumor 
resection, and a 96 hour infusion (750 iVtL/hour) was begun two days after tumor resection. 
The treatment was run in three stages as follows: 



Stage 1 




Pre-Resection 


Post-Resection 


Dosage level 


Dose (ng/ml) 


Total dose (jig) 


Dose Qig/ml) 


Total dose ^g) 


1 


\ 0.25 


4.8 


0.25 


18.0 


2 


0.5 


9.6 


0.25 


18.0 


3 


1.0 


19.2 


0.25 


18.0 


4 


2.0 


38.4 


0.25 


18.0 


Stage 2 (Post Resection) 


Dosage level 


Dose (jig/ml) 


Total dose (jig) 


1 


0.5 


36.0 ! 


2 


1.0 


72.0 


3 


2.0 


144.0 


Stage 3 (Post Resection) 


Dosage level 


Dose (fig/ml) 


Total dose (fig) 


1 


5 


. 90 


2 


6 


108 


3 


7 


126 



[0042] This study currently is at dose level 1 of Stage Two, and data generated to date 
are presented on the following five pages: 
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EXAMPLE 7 

[0043] In another clinical study intracerebral injection of IL13-PE38QQR is 
accomplished using escalating infusion duration from 4 days (51, 8 xnL) to a maximum of 7 
days (907 mL), to identify a MTD based on infusion duration; infusion rate held constant at 
540 mL/hr (total) as follows; 



Dose level 


Cone. (jig/jiL) 


Duration 

(Days) 


Total Dose (fig) 


Increment (%) 


1 


.05 • 


4 


25.9 




2 


.05 


5 


32.4 


25 


3 


.05 


6 


38.9 


20 


4 


.05 


7 


45.4 


16.7 



[0044J A second protocol is employed in which concentration escalated from 1 .0 
mg/mL to a maximum of 4.0 mg/mL (assuming 7-day infusion) to identify a MTD based on 
concentration; infusion rate held constant at 540 mL/hr (total) as follows: 



Dose level 


Concl (ug/uL) 


Total Dose (ug) 


Increment (%) 


1 


1.0* 


90.7 


100 


2 


2.0 


181.4' ' 


100 


. 3 


3.0 


272.2 


50 


4 


4.0 


362.8 • 


33 



[0045] This study currently is at dose level 2, and data generated to date are presented 
. on the following two pages: 
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[0946] All references, including publications, patent applications, and patents, cited 
herein are hereby incorporated by reference to the same extent as if each reference were 
individually and specifically indicated to be incorporated by reference and were set forth in 
its entirety herein. 

[0047] The use of the terras "a" and "an" and "the" and similar referents in the context 
of describing the invention (especially in the context of the following claims) are to be 
construed to cover both the singular and the plural, unless otherwise indicated herein or 
clearly contradicted by context. Recitation of ranges of values herein are merely intended to 
serve as a shorthand method of referring individually to each separate value falling within 
the range, unless otherwise indicated herein, and each separate value is incorporated into the 
specification as if it were individually recited herein. All methods described herein can be 
performed in any suitable order unless otherwise indicated herein or otherwise clearly 
contradicted by context. The use of any and all examples, or exemplary language (e.g., 
"such as") provided herein, is intended merely to better illuminate the invention and does 
not pose a limitation on the scope of the invention unless otherwise claimed. No language 
hi the specification should be construed as indicating any non-claimed element as essential 
to the practice of the invention. 

[0048] Preferred embodiments of this invention are described herein, including the best 
mode known to the inventors for carrying out the invention. Of course, variations of those 
preferred embodiments will become apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art upon 
reading the foregoing description. The inventors expect skilled artisans to employ such 
variations as appropriate, and the inventors intend for the invention to be practiced 
otherwise than as specifically described herein. Accordingly, this invention includes all 
modifications and equivalents of the subject matter recited in the claims appended hereto as 
permitted by applicable law. Moreover, any combination of the above-described elements 
in all possible variations thereof is encompassed by the invention unless otherwise indicated 
herein br otherwise clearly contradicted by context. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS; . 

1 . A method for killing a cell that expresses a receptor for interleukin 13 and 
that is located in a solid tissue comprising* inserting at least one catheter directly into 
said solid tissue and administering a cytotoxic agent to said solid tissue under pressure 
through said catheter into the solid tissue at a flow rate of about 30 \xVh or more to about 
1 ml/h for a predetermined period of time such that a portion of said cytotoxic agent 
contacts a cell that expresses a receptor for interleukin 13 in said solid tissue and kills 
said cell 

2. A method for treating a solid tumor that contains cells that express a 
receptor for IL-13 comprising inserting at least one catheter directly into said solid 
tumor and administering a cytotoxic agent to said solid tumor under pressure through 
said catheter into the solid tumor at a flow rate of from about 30 fxl/h to about I ml/h for 
a predetermined period of time such that a portion of said cytotoxic agent contacts a cell 
that expresses a receptor for interleukin 13 in said solid tumor and kills said cell 

3. A method for treating a solid tissue tumor that contains cells that express 
a receptor for IL-13 comprising inserting at least one catheter directly into solid tissue in 
proximity to a tumor that contains cells that express a receptor for IL-13 and 
administering a cytotoxic agent under pressure through said catheter toward said tumor 
at a flow rate of from about 30 \iVh to about 1 ml/h for a predetermined period of time 
such that apportion of said cytotoxic agent contacts a cell that expresses a receptor for 
interleukin 13 in said solid tumor and kills said cell, 

4. The method of any of claims 1-3, wherein the cytotoxic agent comprises a 
portion of IL-13 that binds to an IL-13 receptor. 

5. The method of any of claims 1-4, wherein the cytotoxic agent comprises 
a portion of IL-13 that binds to an IL-13 receptor fused to a toxin. 

6. The method of any of claims 1-5, wherein the cytotoxic agent is IL13- 
PE38QQR. 

7. The method of any of claims 1-6, wherein said step of inserting at least 
one catheter directly into said solid tissue and administering a cytotoxic agent to said 
solid tissue is repeated. 
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8. A method for killing a cell that expresses a receptor for interleukin 13 and 
that is located in a solid tissue comprising, inserting at least one catheter directly into 
said solid tissue and administering about 1 \ig or more to about 1 mg IL13-PE38QQR to 
said solid tissue under pressure through said catheter into the solid tissue in a 
predetermined period of time such that a portion of said 1L13-PE38QQR contacts a cell 
that expresses a receptor for interleukin 13 in said solid tissue and kills said cell 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein about 2 [xg or more to about 600 \ig 
IL13-PE38QQR is administered to said solid tissue. 

10. The method of claim 8 ? wherein about 4 \xg or more to about 400 \xg { 
IL13-PE38QQR is administered to said solid tissue. 

11. The method of claim 8, wherein about 4 \ig or more to about 100 \ig 
IL13-PE38QQR is administered to said solid tissue, 

12. The method of claim 8, wherein about 5 \ig or more to about 50 \ig IL13- 
PE38QQR is administered to said solid tissue. 

13. The method of any of claims 8- 12, wherein said step of inserting at least one 
catheter directly into said solid tissue and administering a cytotoxic agent to said solid tissue 

is repeated. f 

14. The method of any of claims 1-13, further comprising resecting said tissue or 
said tumor. 



15. The method of any of claims 1-14, where said cell is within a tumor. 



16, The method of claim 1 5, wherein said tumor is a glioma. 



1 7. The method of claim 1 5 or 16, wherein said tumor is a brain cancer tumor, or 
a brain stem cancer tumor. 
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